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Abstract

The present study seeks to unveil the major distinctive poetic features in Ahmed
Dahbour’s poetry, by shedding light on its most prominent motifs that were manifested
in his works, beginning with the multiple use of poetic displacement tropes as figures of
speech; poetic masks in its various forms; dramatic representations; and finally, internal
and external rhythms. The study enadeavours to explore the aspects of artistic creativity
in his poetry, and how they contributed to semantic constructs.

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach in tracing Dahbour’s body of work,
focusing on many of the patterns manifested in his poetry, while also describing them
within the theoretical framework that defines and explains them under each of the sub-
headings in this study. The research continues by explaining the different functions
which these patterns hold based on stylistic analysis, branching off into four sections
stemming from the main subject, mainly poetics. The first section delves into rhetorical
figures in the form of ‘displacing poetic tropes’, where the researcher explains coining
the concept with its multiple levels and problematic expressions. The second section
deals with ‘structural poetic displacements’, in which the researcher discusses its
various forms, namely, omission, anastrophe, enallage, and insertion or parenthesis. In
the third one, the researcher displays the forms with which semantic displacement
occurs in Dahbour's poetry, namely through simile, metaphor and metonymy.

In the second section, the researcher discusses the poetics of the mask, in which she
defines the mask by providing a historical overview. She then defines its function in the
first subject. The second one, laden with rich references provided by Dahbour, details
the sources of the mask in his poetry, which are the religious, the mythical, the literary,

and the historical.



As for the third section, it deals with the poetics of the dramatic verse, starting with the
concept of the dramatic and the transformations seen in lyric poems as explained in the
first section, up to the applied material in the second section, where the dramatic
manifestations of the poem in Ahmad Dahbour's poetry include event, narration,
dialogue, and dramatic persona. In the last section, the study focuses on poetic
rhythmic structure, where it clarifies the concept through two types of rhythm, internal
and external, and how these two types are reflected in Dahbour's poetry. In the topic of
internal rhythm, the researcher deals with repetition, paronomasia, and structural
parallelism. Considering external rhythm, the researcher presents the most important
poetic feet that Dahbour employs in his poetry, thus revealing the significance of all

rhyme types.

The study concludes with the researcher presenting the most important results and
recommendations that she reached, the most prominent being that poetics was
reflected in the work of Dahbour, where poetic models on the subject of semantic
displacement reveal his ability to recount the important stages of his life and that of the
Palestinian people in general. On the subject of the mask, the poet excelled in his
unique ability to portray several cultural personae, whether religious, mythological,
literary or historical. The findings also reveal the poet's extensive cultural and poetic
knowledge, the diversity of his sources, and his ability to adapt heritage with new tools
and methods. As for the poet's dramatic construct, it comes within a firm artistic
structure with integrated elements, diverging somewhat from a certain directness which

lent his writing a unique poetic characteristic.

The poeticity in Dahbour’s writing is also manifested through a rhythm characterized by
multitudinous musical sounds, both internal and external. Dahbour utilizes prosody,
whether complex or simple, but transcends it into other rhythmic forms, such as
guatrains, prose and other poetic structures. His choice of feet and metres is in
proportion to the themes with which he deals, so that his poeticity, in all its aspects, is
integrated in various forms. Furthermore, rhymes of all kinds simultaneously perform

expressive and musical functions.
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